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Checklist for moving from Windows to Linux (Ubuntu or Debian).

This is a fillable PDF, no printing required.

1 Preparing to transfer (only if on Windows Desktop)

 Download Mozilla Firefox, Mozilla Thunderbird, and Google Chrome.
 Disconnect the Internet connection so that no new e-mails can be received.

 Collect computer name and usernames (see page 4).
 Collect E-mail addresses and mail server addresses per user, including usernames and passwords, see page 4.

 Install and start Google Chrome, import everything per user from the current browser, and check the operation.
If importing fails, export everything in any way possible from the current browser to be able to import the data later.

 Install and start Mozilla Firefox, import everything per user from the current browser, and check the operation.
If importing fails, export everything in any way possible from the current browser to be able to import the data later.

 Install and start Mozilla Thunderbird, import per user from the email program the
     account settings,
     Email folders,
     address book,
     agenda,
     heck the operation.

If importing fails, export everything in any way possible from the current email program to be able to import the data later.
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1 Preparing to transfer - continued

 Boot the computer from1 an Ubuntu or Debian Desktop Live2 USB stick3, or on Windows but turn off any virus scanner (slows 
down the backup).

 Make a Windows backup by copying to an external hard disk.
 My Documents, etc.
 Desktop wallpapers.
     The created Chrome files

<= XP : C:\Documents and Settings\<Username>\Application Data\Google
>= W7 : C:\Users\<Username>\AppData\Roaming\Google

     The created Firefox files
<= XP : C:\Documents and Settings\<Username>\Application Data\Mozilla
>= W7 : C:\Users\<Username>\AppData\Roaming\Mozilla

     The created Thunderbird files
<= XP : C:\Documents and Settings\<Username>\Application Data\Thunderbird
>= W7 : C:\Users\<Username>\AppData\Roaming\Thunderbird

2 Install Linux (Desktop: consider dual boot)

 Install Ubuntu or Debian Linux according to the Checklist installation4.

1 Boot menu/Setup via one of the frequently used keys: Esc, Delete, F1, F2, F9, F10, F11, or F12.
2 From a Live USB stick you can boot and work with Linux without modifying any files on the hard drive and also allows installation of Linux.
3 Create a bootable USB stick:

Download a CD image file (.iso) from releases.ubuntu.com or debian.org/cd/live (see also Checklist installation).
The next steps are described in Linux information, which can be found at karelzimmer.nl, under Linux.

4 Checklist installation can be found at karelzimmer.nl/en, under Linux.
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3 Perform transfer (on Linux)

The actions in this chapter must be performed per user

Make sure there is no Internet connection, so that no new e-mails can arrive.
Connect the external hard disk.
Copy My Documents, etc.
Copy Desktop wallpapers to ~/Pictures.
Copy the Chrome data to ~/.chrome, or to ~/.google.
Copy the Firefox data to ~/.mozilla (NB Firefox → firefox), or to ~/.mozilla.
Start Firefox and check the operation.
Copy the Thunderbird data to ~/.thunderbird, or to ~/.thunderbird.
Start Thunderbird and check the operation. (including possible Agenda).
Remove unnecessary Windows files via Terminal and the following command line:

find $HOME -iname desktop.ini -delete -or -iname thumbs.db -delete -or -name '*.lnk' -delete -or -iname '*.exe' -delete

Connect to the Internet so that new e-mails can arrive again.

End of checklist, the transfer is complete.

Written by Karel Zimmer, Creative Commons Zero 1.0 license  .
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User # Name
(e.g. Jan Jansen)

Username
(e.g. jan)

Password BIOS password

WiFi network name

1 Network key

2 Router IP#

3 Router user/passwd

4 TeamViewer ID

User/
Seq #

Email name Email address User name Password Incoming mail server
(pop.example.com)

Outgoing mail server
(smtp.example.com)
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